Expungements Info Sheet
What is an “Expungement?  An “expungement” is the sealing (not destruction) of a criminal record, such that its existence or contents will not be disclosed to the public.  The purpose behind the expungement remedy is to help an individual who has a criminal record obtain housing, employment, and other benefits that the person may have enjoyed prior to his or her criminal conviction(s).  In Minnesota, expungements are governed by Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 609A.  
Do I need an Attorney to Represent me?  At first blush, the process of filing a petition to expunge criminal records does not appear to be a complicated process.  Further research reveals that the expungement process is, in fact, a rather burdensome undertaking even for a qualified criminal defense attorney.  As if that wasn’t enough, recent case law in Minnesota provides crucial, additional information about expungements, most of which cannot be found in the statute! As a result, we highly recommend that individuals seeking an expungement obtain the assistance of a qualified criminal defense attorney that regularly handles expungement matters.  

What can the Law Offices of Rodd A. Tschida do for me?  We offer you two options: 

1) You can retain our firm to do all the work associated with your expungement (HIGHLY RECOMMENDED), which includes:
a) Drafting the petition and accompanying exhibits, as well as any additional legal arguments in support of your petition;

b) Filing the above documents with the Court (we pay the filing fee and all costs since it is already calculated in your fee);

c) Serving the above documents with the appropriate parties (prosecutor, Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, Attorney General, Police Departments, etc.);

d) Appearing in Court on the date of your expungement hearing (with or without you) and vigorously arguing in support of your petition for expungement.  
2) You can retain our firm to draft the basic petition and accompanying exhibits, while you file and serve the appropriate documents, and appear 
      in Court on your own behalf (SOMEWHAT RECOMMENDED)  
Of course, the third option is to do it all on your own!  (NOT RECOMMENDED)
Click on the links below to find basic instructions on expungements in various counties: 


Ramsey County


Dakota County
 
